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B’desh war crimes tribunal to 
deal with recent cases of riots
DHAKA

A complaint was filed on 
Wednesday with the investiga-
tion agency of  Bangladesh’s In-
ternational Crimes Tribunal 
against deposed prime minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina and eight 
others, accusing them of  com-
mitting genocide and crimes 
against humanity during the 
mass movement of  the students 
against her government.

“The complaint was filed by 
the father of  one of  the stu-

dents who died in police gun-
shots during the massive street 
protests,” an official of  the 
agency said.

The complaint was filed on 
behalf  of  Bulbul Kabir, father 
of  slain Arif  Ahmed Siyam, 
who was shot dead by police 
during the protest on August 5. 
“We have registered the com-
plaint and thus the investiga-
tion of  the case has started,” 
Ataur Rahman, deputy direc-
tor of  the agency was quoted as 
saying. “Upon completion of  

the probe, we will submit the 
report to the Chief  Prosecu-
tor’s Office of  the tribunal for 
the next procedures,” he added. 
Hasina and eight others were 
accused of  “genocide and 
crimes against humanity in the 
complaint,” the state-run BSS 
news agency reported. The 
complaint comes on a day when 
the interim government said 
that the murders conducted 
within the period from July 1 to 
August 5 will be tried by the In-
ternational Crimes Tribunal.

Meth found in sweets 
given out by  NZ charity
Wellington: Pineapple sweets 
dished out by a New Zealand 
charity have tested positive for 
potentially lethal amounts of 
methamphetamine, police said on 
Wednesday, sparking an urgent 
race to remove them from the 
streets. A child, a teenager and a 
charity worker have already been 
taken to hospital after they 
tasted the candies. Although 
none are seriously ill, police have 
launched a criminal investigation 
and are now trying to track down 
up to 400 other people who may 
have received the sweets. “We 
need to round these up as quickly 
as we can,” said a detective. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Undermining the military 
weakens Pak: Army chief
PM says he is working on a five-year plan to resolve economic crisis

ISLAMABAD

PAKISTAN’s Army chief  Gen-
eral Asim Munir said that any 
attempt to undermine the na-
tion’s powerful military is tan-
tamount to weakening the 
country.

Addressing the Azadi Parade 
at the Pakistan Military Acad-
emy on the eve of  the country’s 
78th Independence Day, the 
Chief  of  Army Staff  also un-
derscored the importance of  
maintaining national unity 
amidst efforts by foreign pow-
ers using “digital terrorism” to 
create a gulf  between state in-
stitutions and the people of  
Pakistan.

Asserting that no negative 
force could undermine the 
country, he said, “Any effort to 
weaken our armed forces is 
akin to weakening the state.” 
He stressed that the nation’s 
unwavering trust in the Paki-
stan Army is the military’s 
most valuable asset, and said, 
“Neither any negative force has 
ever been able to weaken this 
relationship of  trust and love 
nor can it do so in future.”

“Historically, we as a nation 
have always emerged stronger 
after every hardship,” he said, 
adding that mutual trust be-
tween the country and the 
armed forces played a key role. 
He also highlighted the impor-
tance of  unity, warning that 
discord and division could hol-
low the nation from within, 
paving the way for external 
aggression.

“Pakistan’s future is bright 
and secure, and our forces will 

continue to defend it with un-
wavering resolve,” he said.

The powerful Pakistan Army, 
which has ruled coup-prone Pa-
kistan for many years of  its ex-
istence, has wielded consider-
able power in matters of  
security and foreign policy.

Gen Munir’s remarks came 
days after 71-year-old jailed 
former prime minister Imran 
Khan refused to apologise for 
the May 9 riots and said that 
the Army owed him an apology 
since he was ‘abducted’ by the 
paramilitary rangers on the 
day of  the violence.

On Independence Day, Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif   an-
nounced that he would soon un-
veil a new five-year plan to 
bring cash-strapped Pakistan 
out of  the economic crisis and 
asked countrymen to under-
take self-introspection to cor-
rect mistakes of  the past.

Sharif  said a fresh journey 
with new zeal should be started 
to steer the country out of  ex-
isting crises and a five-year eco-
nomic programme will soon be 
launched. He said that there is 
a need for self-introspection to 
correct mistakes of  the past.

Students wave national flags during a ceremony to celebrate Independence Day in 
Karachi on Wednesday |  AP/PTI

2 pilots missing
After two Rafale jets collided in midair 
on Wednesday in France
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KYIV

RUSSIA’s Belgorod border re-
gion declared an emergency on 
Wednesday under heavy shell-
ing by Ukrainian forces that 
are pressing a major cross-bor-
der incursion into the adjacent 
Kursk region for a second week. 
Belgorod Gov Vyacheslav Glad-
kov described the situation 
there as ‘extremely difficult 
and tense’ as the attacks de-
stroyed homes and caused civil-
ian casualties, unnerving local 
people. Children in particular 
are being moved to safety, he 
said on his Telegram channel, 
adding that about 5,000 chil-
dren are in camps in safe areas. 
He said the previous day that 
around 11,000 people had fled 
their homes, with about 1,000 
staying in temporary accom-
modation centres.

The surprise Ukrainian 
charge onto Russian soil that 
began on August 6 has rattled 
the Kremlin. The daring Kursk 
operation is the largest attack 

on Russia since World War II 
and could involve as many as 
10,000 Ukrainian troops backed 
by armour and artillery, mili-
tary analysts say. 

An emergency was declared 
in Kursk last Saturday. A 
Ukrainian Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson said on Tuesday 

that Kyiv has no intention of  
occupying the Russian territo-
ry it says it is holding. The goal 
is to stop Russia from firing 
missiles into Ukraine from 
Kursk, he said.

It was not clear how or when 
or whether Ukraine would at-
tempt to extricate itself  from 

the ground it has taken. The 
Ukrainian military claims it 
controls 74 settlements, be-
lieved to be villages or hamlets, 
in the Kursk region. Russian of-
ficials say more than 100,000 
people have been evacuated, 
mostly from Kursk.

Ukraine’s 1+1 TV channel 
published a video report 
Wednesday it said was from 
Sudzha, a Russian town about 
10 kilometres from the border.

Russia’s predicament is 
whether to pull troops from the 
frontline in Ukraine’s Donetsk 
region, where achieving a 
breakthrough is currently a 
primary war goal for the Krem-
lin, to defend Kursk and stop 
the incursion from ballooning.

The Institute for the Study of  
War, a Washington think tank, 
said the incursion is unlikely to 
shift the dynamics of  the war.

US President Joe Biden said 
Tuesday that the developments 
in Russia are ‘creating a real 
dilemma’ for Russian President 
Vladimir Putin.  AP
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We are moving further. 
From one to two 
kilometres in different 
areas since the
beginning of the day

Volodymyr Zelenskyy,  
Ukrainian President

GOVERNMENT OF PUDUCHERRY
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

YANAM DIVISION, YANAM
No.251/PW/EE/DB/YNM/2024-25  Yanam, Dt. 14.08.2024

E-TENDERING NOTICE INVITING BID BY EPC MODE
On behalf of the President of India, Bids are invited for the work of “Design, 
Supply, Construction, Installation & Commissioning of Sewage Treatment 
Plant (STP) of 6 MLD Capacity based on SBR Technology at Mettacuru in 
Yanam including Construction of 1 No. of terminal pumping stations of 6 
MLD capacity and allied works including Site Development, Construction of 
retaining wall & compound wall including Operation & Maintenance for 5 
(Five) Years beyond Defect Liability Period of 02 (Two) Years at Yanam on 
EPC mode of contract” costing approximately `.26,79,91,000/- (exclusive of 
GST). For further details please refer the website www.pudutenders.gov.in 
from 10.00 A.M. on 21.08.2024.
No.158/DIP/AD(Press)/2024-25 EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
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All the news.� In just a click.  

Log to www.newindianexpress.com

TAMIL NADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

DIPR/3043/Tender/2024

Sl.No Tender Inviting Authority ���������������� �����

1 SE / Hydro 2490 1

2 CE / Villupuram 04 1

3 CE / CIVIL / DRIP 01 1

4 CE / Ch / South 893 1

For details of  Works / Procurement / Due date of submission / opening, viewing 
and downloading of e-tenders, please visit websites: ��������������������� 
�������������������������������������������

The South India Hotels and Restaurants Association, 
CIN No. U93090TN1951NPL002401

Office No.3, 6th floor, Seethakathi Business Centre,  
Anna Salai, Chennai-600006. Phone: 04428297510-11-12 /  

EMail: admin@sihra.in website: www.sihra.in

NOTICE

This is to inform that the 73rd Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the 
Members of the Association will be held at Radisson Blu Hotel GRT 
Chennai, 531, Grand Southern Trunk Road, Parangi Malai, Pazavanthangal, 
Chennai-600016 on Saturday the 14th day of September 2024 at 11 a.m.
We hereby request all the Members to update / submit the details of their 
Email IDs, mobile nos. and contact person’s details to the Registered 
Office of the Association, Office No.3, 6th Floor, Seethakathi Business 
Centre, Anna Salai, Chennai-600006 or by email to admin@sihra.in or 
membership@sihra.in on or before 19th August 2024, to enable the 
Association to send electronically, the AGM Notice, Annual Report, Login 
credentials for e-voting, and also for updating the Register of Members.

For The South India Hotels and Restaurants Association
Place: Chennai T Nataraajan
Date: 14.08.2024 Hony Secretary

V.O.CHIDAMBARANAR PORT AUTHORITY
CIVIL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

TUTICORIN – 628 004

NOTICE INVITING TENDER   
(Only Through E-Tendering Mode)

VOCPA E-Tendering Website : https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app
NIT No. 02/NCB III Backup yard / PD / 2024-25 / D.2298 Date:14.08.2024

V.O.Chidambaranar Port invites tenders (Online tenders) in “Two bid system” 
from interested, reputed, well experienced Contractor having sufcient experience 
as per the tender to carry out the work.

Name of work Filling and development of area behind the 
North Cargo Berth II

Estimated value of work put to 
tender(in Indian Rupees)

Rs.3,17,24,696/- (Rupees Three crores 
Seventeen Lakhs Twenty four thousand 
six hundred and ninety six only)

Period of completion 4 months    (Four Months)

Downloading of Tender from 
VOCPA online e-tendering 
website

14.08.2024 to 29.08.2024

Last date and time for submission 
of Tender through online

29.08.2024 upto 15:00 Hrs

Online Technical Bid opening 
date and time

30.08.2024 at 15:30 Hrs

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) Rs 6,34,494/- (Rupees Six lakhs thirty four 
thousand four hundred and ninety four only)

Validity of offer 120 days

For further details, visit port Website: www.vocport.gov.in
Ph.No : 0461-2352270, Fax: 0461-2352274
Email : ce@vocport.gov.in, vocportce@gmail.com

Sd/-
CHIEF ENGINEER


